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CHESTER-LE-STREET  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Health  Department, 

Chester-le-Street, 

July,  1944. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Council  of 

Chester -le-Street. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  annual  report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  condition  of  the  Rural  District,  for  the  year  ending 
the  31st  December,  1943. 

As  instructed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  the  report  is  confined 
to  essential  and  urgent  matters  only,  and  on  grounds  of  national 
security,  complete  tables  of  local  populations  or  quotations  from 
the  figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  which  may  enable 
any  substantial  series  of  local  populations  to  be  reconstructed,  are 
omitted  from  the  report. 

There  has  been  a decrease  of  500  in  the  estimated  population 
of  the  Rural  District  from  1942. 

There  has  been  a slight  increase  in  the  birth-rate,  and  the 
death  rate  has  also  decreased  slightly,  since  last  year. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  has  decreased,  and  the  maternal 
mortality  rate  is  higher  than  last  year. 

The  death  rates  of  influenza  and  diphtheria  show  an  increase 
and  decrease  respectively  on  last  year  ; measles  increased  slightly, 
and  there  have  been  no  deaths  from  whooping  cough.  The  attack 
rate  of  diphtheria  is  slightly  higher  than  last  year. 

The  response  to  the  offer  by  the  Local  Authority  of  free 
immunisation  of  children  against  diphtheria  continues  to  be  disap- 
pointing: the  latest  returns  show  that  approximately  43.9%  of 
children  aged  1-5  years,  and  60.0%  of  children  aged  5-15  years 
have  so  far  been  protected,  which  is  a substantial  increase  on  last 
year’s  figures,  but  this  result  will  have  very  little  effect  on  the 
incidence  of  diphtheria  within  the  district,  and  until  75%  of  the 
child  population  have  been  protected,  there  will  be  no  reduction  in 
the  incidence  of  this  disease.  It  cannot  be  too  clearly  stressed  that 
the  ideal  time  for  protection  of  children  is  not  in  the  midst  of  an 
epidemic,  but  in  quiet  periods,  because  it  must  be  understood  that  it 
takes  three  months  for  immunity  to  develop  after  the  injection. 
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There  has  been  a decrease  in  the  number  of  new  cases  of 
pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  a decrease  in  the 
number  of  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  The  increase  in  the 
new  cases  of  the  respiratory  condition  affects  mainly  males  and 
females  between  15  and  35  years  of  age,  whereas  the  increase  in  the 
non-pulmonary  form  affects  chiefly  the  5-15  age  group. 

Treatment  of  scabies  is  carried  out  at  the  First  Aid  Post, 
Elizabethville  School,  Birtley,  with  continuing  good  results. 

The  water  supplies  of  the  area  continue  to  receive  careful  super- 
vision from  your  Officers.  Samples  of  water  are  taken  at  frequent 
intervals  for  bacteriological  examination,  and  close  contact  is 
maintained  with  officials  of  the  various  water  undertakings  supply- 
ing the  area. 

Careful  watch  is  kept  on  the  milk  supplies  of  the  area  and  from 
results  of  the  examination  of  samples  made,  it  can  be  said  that  milk  . 
produced  within  the  area  is  clean  and  wholesome. 

There  is  still  in  the  area  a large  number  of  houses  which  are 
unfit  for  human  habitation  ; a number  of  dwellings  are  seriously 
overcrowded,  but  owing  to  the  war,  very  little  can  be  done  to  remedy 
this  distressing  problem. 

The  cleanliness  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  public  air  raid 
shelters  in  the  area  continue  to  receive  the  attention  of  your  Health 
Officials.  The  condition  of  the  shelters  since  the  appointment  of 
shelter  attendants  has  improved. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ALICE  M.  BOWMAN, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  HEALTH  REPORT. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 

Temporary  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : — 

Alice  Mary  Bowman,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H.,  B.Hy. 

Acting  Sanitary  Surveyor  : — 

W.  Hughes. 

Sanitary  Inspectors  ; — 

Thomas  Foster,  A.R.S.I.  and  Certificate  in  meat  inspection 
of  the  R.S.I. 

Charles  W.  Robson,  C. R.S.I.  and  Certificate  in  Meat 
Inspection  of  the  R.S.I. 

A 50%  grant  is  payable  in  respect  of  the  salaries  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


SECTION  A.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

AREA. 

Area. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  the  same  as  last  year. 

Population. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population  for  the  Rural 
District  for  mid-year  1943  is  500  less  than  the  population  for  1942. 

Rateable  Value. 

The  rateable  value  of  the  district  on  31st  December,  1943, 
was  £152,457  and  a penny  rate  represented  the  sum  of  £564. 

Extracts  of  Vital  Statistics. 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  17-3 
Still  Birth 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  stiU)  births 47*5 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  12-7 
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Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  (headings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar- 
General’s  Short  List)  : — 


Deaths. 

No.  29  Puerperal  sepsis  ...  1 

No.  30  Other  puerperal  causes  2 


Rate  per  1,000 
total  (live  and 
still)  births. 

1- 44 

2- 88 


Total 


3 4-32 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 


All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  70 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  Live  births  68 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  143 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (at  aU  ages)  ...  ...  ...  67 

Deaths  from  Measles  (at  all  ages)  ...  2 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 0 


Vital  Statistics. 


The  following  table  gives  the  vital  statistics  of  the  district 
for  1942  and  previous  years  : — 


Year. 

Birth 

Death 

Infant 

Mortalitv 

Rate. 

Rate. 

Rate. 

1934  ... 

16-9 

12-4 

73 

1935  ... 

16-4 

11-7 

63 

1936  ... 

17-0 

11-9 

61 

1937  ... 

15-8 

11-8 

71 

1938  ... 

17-2 

10-4 

55 

1939  ... 

151 

12-0 

82 

1940  ... 

17-5 

12-7 

64 

1941  ... 

17-4 

12-9 

70 

1942  ... 

16-4 

12-9 

89 

1943  ... 

17-3 

12-7 

70 

Deaths. 

Included  in  the  total  number  of  deaths  are  those  of  135 
residents  of  this  district  who  died  outside  the  area  ; 11  residents 

of  other  districts  who  died  in  the  rural  area  are  excluded. 
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The  death  rates  for  the  various  townships  were  as  follows  : — 

Death  Rate  per  Death  Rate  per 

1000  population.  1000  population. 


Biddick  South  

85-7 

Birtley  

13-6 

Boummoor 

8-4 

Edmondsley 

150 

Harraton  ... 

9-7 

Lambton  ... 

71-4 

Lamesley  ... 

11-9 

Lumley  Great 

16-0 

The  following  were  the  chief  causes 

Cause. 


f Diseases  of  Heart 

1.  ^ Cerebral  Haemorrhage  and  other 

Circulatory  diseases 

2.  Cancer 

3.  Respiratory  Diseases 

4.  Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  ... 

5.  Violence 


Lumley  Little 

...  11-5 

Ouston 

...  24-4 

Pelton... 

...  13-1 

Plawsworth  . . . 

...  10-4 

Urpeth 

9-2 

Waldridge 

...  12-1 

Sacriston 

...  IM 

of  death  during  the  year  : — 
Percentage 
of 

Total  Deaths. 


36-7 

13-8 

12.6 

5-4 

3*7 


The  age  at  death  is  summarised  below  : — 


Under  1 year 

1-5  years  

5-15  years 

15-25  years 

25-45  years 

45-65  years  . . . ■ 

65  years  and  upwards 


Percentage  of 
Total  Deaths. 

9-3 

1*4 

1-7 

3-3 

9-9 

23-3 

5M 


There  has  been  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the 
year.  The  chief  causes  of  death  enumerated  are  regarded  as  the 
principle  killing  diseases. 


Deaths  from  Cancer  and  Tuberculosis  will  be  referred  to  later 
in  the  report  in  that  section  dealing  with  these  diseases. 

There  were  three  deaths  registered  from  puerperal  and  other 
maternal  causes,  which  is  an  increase  of  two  from  the  previous 
year. 


Infant  Mortality. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  regis- 
tered during  the  year  was  47  and  is  10  less  than  in  the  previous 
year.  This  gives  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  70,  compared  with 
89  for  the  previous  year  1942. 


BIRTH-RATE,  DEATH-RATE  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1943. 
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Puerperal  Sepsis.  Others.  Total, 

per  1,000  Live  & 

The  maternal  mortality  rates  for  England  and  Wales  are  as  follows  : Still  Births  0'39  1'45  1-84 
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SECTION  B— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 

1.  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. 

For  a detailed  list  of  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department, 
see  page  5. 

2 (a).  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Arrangements  for  the  examination  of  pathological  and  bac- 
teriological specimens  remain  the  same  as  in  the  past. 

During  the  year,  the  following  bacteriological  examinations 


were  carried  out  with  the  results  appended. 

Disease.  Positive.  Negative. 

Totals. 

Diphtheria 

64  123 

187 

Tuberculosis 

22  97 

119 

Typhoid,  Dysentery 
and  Food  Poisoning 
Organisms  ... 

2 9 

11 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  ... 

— 1 

1 

Blood  for  Widal  Reaction 

— 2 

2 

The  total  number  of  samples  examined  is  equal  to  a rate 
of  8 . 4 per  1,000  of  the  population. 

No  change  has  taken  place  from  last  year  in  the  under- 
mentioned services: — 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

Treatment  Centres. 

Hospitals  (Public  and  Voluntary). 

SECTION  C— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 
Water. 

The  district  has  a piped  supply  of  water  from  the  mains  of 
public  companies,  with  the  exception  of  a few  isolated  houses  which 
rely  on  springs  and  wells. 

Samples  of  water  are  taken  at  monthly  intervals  from  different 
points  in  the  supply  area  of  each  public  undertaking  and  submitted 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  for  examina- 
tion and  report.  During  the  year  92  samples  were  taken  and  of 
that  number  16  or  17%  were  reported  as  not  satisfactory  and  16  or 
17%  as  suspicious.  All  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  were  from 
the  mains  of  Companies, 
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In  every  case  a copy  of  the  report  was  sent  to  the  body  con- 
cerned. Where  there  was  an  unsatisfactory  report  a letter  was  sent 
asking  for  immediate  steps  to  be  taken  to  render  the  supply  pure 
and  wholesome.  They  were  also  requested  to  notify  the  Council 
as  to  what  steps  had  been  taken,  and  check  samples  were  taken  for 
further  examination. 

• 

The  area,  with  the  exception  of  out-lying  houses,  is  always 
supplied  from  Public  Service  mains.  The  piping  is  direct  to  the 
houses,  except  for  less  than  1%,  which  have  stand-pipes.  The 
supply  is  constant,  and  with  regard  to  plumbo-solvent  action,!  1 is 
matter  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  suppliers. 

Emergency  Water  Supplies. 

The  water  undertakings  of  the  area  have  accepted  full  responsi- 
bility for  the  supply  of  water  in  any  part  of  the  district,  should  the 
emergency  arise. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

The  privy  conversion  scheme  has  been  held  up  during  the 
present  emergency. 

1 conversion  was  carried  out  under  Section  47  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  by  owners  of  property,  assisted  by  a contribution 
from  the  Local  Authority  of  half  the  cost  or  ^^3  10s.  Od.,  whichever 
was  the  less  amount. 

Public  Cleansing. 

Scavenging  of  the  district  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour, 
with  the  exception  of  part  of  the  Parish  of  Harraton,  where  the 
work,  involving  about  365  houses  is  done  by  contract. 

On  the  whole  the  scavenging  work  in  the  Rural  District  is 
fairly  well  carried  out. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Reference  to  the  reports  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  at  the  end 
of  this  report  will  show  that  this  work  has  been  carried  out  with 
care  throughout  the  year. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  are  two  swimming  baths  in  the  district  which  are  open 
to  the  public.  One  at  Birtley,  which  is  an  open  air  pool  and  which 
was  constructed  by  the  Parish  Council  with  help  from  the  Com- 
missioner for  Special  Areas  ; the  other  at  New  Lambton,  provided 
by  the  Miners'  Welfare  is  a closed  pool.  Both  are  modern  in 
design  with  efficient  plants  for  filtering  and  treating  the  water 
chemically. 
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Samples  of  water  from  the  pools  are  taken  throughout  the 
swimming  season  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
King’s  College,  Newcastle,  for  bacteriological  examination.  Last 
year  10  samples  were  taken  and  9 were  reported  as  satisfactory. 

SECTION  E— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply 

Samples  of  milk  are  taken  at  regular  intervals  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  and  submitted  to  the  Agricultural  Department,  King’s 
College,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  for  examination.  264  samples  of 
milk  were  examined  during  the  year,  and  67%  of  the  samples  were 
within  the  prescribed  standard  of  accredited  milk.  In  every  case 
a copy  of  the  report  on  the  sample  is  sent  to  the  producer  con- 
cerned, and  if  the  report  is  not  up  to  standard,  a check  sample  is 
taken.  Should  the  check  sample  not  come  up  to  requirements,  the 
producer  is  invited  to  appear  before  the  appropriate  Committee  of 
the  Council  to  show  cause  why  his  registration  should  not  be 
cancelled.  This  action  generally  has  the  necessary  effect. 

In  this  district  milk  production  is  clean,  as  evidenced  by  the 
high  percentage  of  samples  which  were  within  clean  limits.  Much 
has  been  done  to  ensure  clean  milk  production.  Premises  have 
been  reconstructed^  new  dairies  provided,  and  the  veterinary  staff 
have  made  visits  to  the  farms  at  regular  intervals  to  examine  the 
cattle. 

(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

The  slaughter  of  animals  is  now  carried  out  at  the  Governmeni 
Regional  Abattoir  situated  at  the  Co-operative  premises  in  Chestei- 
le-Street  and  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  have  taken  duty  spells  for 
the  inspection  of  meat  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  Urban 
District  of  Chester-le-Street. 


SECTION  F— PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Prevalence. 

876  Notifications  were  received  during  the  year  compared  with 
948  the  previous  year  and  720  in  1941.  Included  in  this  figure  are 
335  cases  of  Measles  and  96  cases  of  Whooping  Cough,  as  opposed 
to  470  and  56  respectively  the  previous  year. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  notified  during 
the  past  ten  years  : — 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  1943. 
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The  attack  rates  of  the  notifiable  diseases  per  1,000  of  the 
population  for  the  Rural  District,  compared  with  the  rates  for 
England  and  Wales  are  shown  on  the  following  table  : — 


Disease. 

Chester-le-Street 
Rural  District 

England 
and  Wales. 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

3-77 

301 

Diphtheria 

2-96 

0-88 

Typhoid 

— 

001 

Paratyphoid 

— 

0-01 

Erysipelas 

0-97 

0-31 

Pneumonia 

2-36 

D34 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  ... 

0-15 

0-08 

Whooping  Cough 

2-52 

2-54 

Measles ...  

8-79 

9-88 

Prevalence  of  notifiable  diseases  in  the  various  townships  is 
shown  in  the  following  table,  which  gives  the  attack  rate  per  1,000 
of  the  population : — 


Township. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diph- 

theria. 

Pneu- 

monia. 

Ery- 

sipelas. 

Biddick  South 







Birtley 

3-80 

4-60 

2-40 

4-00 

Boummoor 

2-58 

1-94 

1-94 

1-29 

Edmondsley  ... 

3-91 

2-61 

2-61 

1-31 

Harraton 

7-22 

5-77 

2-17 

0-36 

Lambton 

— 

— 

10-20 

10-20 

Lamesley 

1-65 

4-96 

1-65 

1-65 

Lumley  Great 

5-84 

4-38 

3-65 

— 

Lumley  Little 

0-72 

2-89 

7-94 

2-89 

Ouston 

2-58 

— 

3-87 

1-29 

Pelton 

0-98 

2-29 

1-47 

0-33 

Plawsworth  ... 

— 

0-80 

0-80 

1-61 

Urpeth 

4-82 

307 

0-44 

1-32 

Waldridge 

— 

4-57 

6-10 

1-52 

Sacriston 

2-35 

4-92 

2-67 

1-71 

Cancer. 

67  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year  as  being  due  to 
Cancer,  which  is  equal  to  a death  rate  of  1.75  per  1,000  of  the 
population.  The  death  rate  from  this  disease  shows  a slight  increase 
on  the  previous  year. 

Of  the  67  deaths,  35  occurred  in  males  and  32  in  females. 
No  undue  occupational  prevalence  was  noted. 
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Tuberculosis. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925  (relating  to  persons 
suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade) 
or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  (relating  to 
the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuber- 
culosis). 


New  cases  and  mortality  from  Tuberculosis  during  1943  : — 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age 

Pulmonary. 

Non-pulmonary 

Pulmonary. 

N on-pulmonary . 

Periods. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1-5 

1 

3 







3 

1 

6-16 

1 

4 

4 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

15-25  ... 

5 

3 

1 

2 

2 

4 

— 

1 

26-35  ... 

1 

2 

1 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

35-46  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

45-65  ... 

3 

— 

— 

1 

4 

2 

— 

— 

66-65  ... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

65  & over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

14 

12 

10 

7 

14 

10 

3 

2 

The  following  table  gives  the  notifications  and  deaths 
occurring  in  the  Rural  District  during  the  past  five  years. 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Non-Pulmonary 

Year. 

Notifications. 

Deaths. 

Notifications  Deaths. 

1939 

39 

30 

26  3 

1940 

38 

23 

17  7 

1941 

45 

29 

20  3 

1942 

47 

27 

21  6 

1943  ..; 

26 

24 

17  2 

The  Local  Authority  supplies  disinfectants  to  tuberculous 
persons  for  the  disinfection  of  sputum  and  the  washing  of  floors, 
etc. 


Houses  in  which  deaths  take  place  from  Tuberculosis  are 
disinfected  by  the  Local  Authority,  and  any  bedding  which  cannot 
be  disinfected  by  steam  is  destroyed  and  the  household  compen- 
sated. 
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Chester-le-Street  Rural  District  Council 

(NORTHERN  AREA). 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Annual  Report  for  1943. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
. Chester-le-Street  R.D.C. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  tb  present  to  you  my  fifteenth  Annual 
Report  on  the  Sanitary  and  Housing  conditions  of  the  Northern 
Area  of  your  district,  and  of  the  activities  of  this  department  with 
regard  to  matters  of  Health  and  Sanitation. 

I also  beg  to  acknowledge  the  co-operation  of  the  Council  and 
my  colleagues  in  the  carrying  out  of  the  responsibilities  for  which 
I am  grateful. 

Area. 

The  Area  under  my  supervision  remains  the  same  and  embraces 
the  parishes  of  Birtley,  Harraton,  Lamesley,  Ouston  and  Urpeth. 

Housing. 

Building  operations  have  been  entirely  suspended  in  the  area 
owing  to  war  time  conditions  and  restrictions,  and  in  consequence 
there  is  a continued  deterioration  of  the  housing  conditions  generally. 

Difficulty  in  obtaining  material  and  labour  are  the  chief 
reasons  for  the  relatively  small  amount  of  repair  and  reconstruction 
work  carried  out  and  the  continued  decline  in  the  Housing  con- 
ditions in  the  area. 

There  are  144  houses  still  occupied  in  the  area  which  have 
been  dealt  with  under  the  Housing  Acts  and  condemned  unfit  for 
human  occupation  and  there  are  139  houses  which  have  been 
vacated  after  statutory  action  still  standing,  which  for  lack  of 
attention  or  demolition  constitute  a nuisance  in  the  area. 

Overcrowding  is  prevalent  and  is  increasing  due  to  lack  of 
accommodation  for  war  workers  in  the  area.  It  is  estimated  that 
to  relieve  these  conditions  568  houses  are  required. 
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A survey  of  the  area  for  potential  post  war  slum  clearance 
schemes  and  the  replacement  of  individual  houses  unfit  for  human 
habitation  has  been  made  and  it  is  estimated  that  a minimum  of 
690  houses  are  required  to  meet  these  needs. 

Additional  to  this  there  are  a large  number  of  houses  required 
to  meet  the  needs  of  newly  married  couples  who  have  never  had  a 
home  of  their  own.  To  meet  this  need  at  least  200  houses  will  be 
needed. 

The  conditions  are  serious  and  need  energetic  and  prompt 
action  but  it  will  be  necessary  first  for  the  Government  to  declare 
its  policy  on  future  housing  before  any  definite  and  detailed  action 
can  be  taken  by  the  Authority,  and  we  can  only  look  forward  to  an 
early  peace  and  the  resumption  of  Housing  activities  to  relieve  the 
conditions  which  are  a source  of  deep  concern  to  the  Council. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

With  the  exception  of  part  of  the  Beamish  area  and  outlying 
houses,  not  within  reasonable  distance  of  a public  sewer  all  the 
area  is  now  served  by  the  water  carriage  system. 

There  have  been  no  conversions  during  the  year  but  five  new 
water  closets  have  been  constructed. 

Scavenging. 

All  scavenging  in  the  area  is  done  by  direct  labour  with  the 
exception  of  394  houses  in  Harraton  Parish  which  are  scavenged 
by  contract.  The  contract  price  per  house  is  12/6d.  per  annum, 
and  the  work  is  satisfactorily  carried  out. 

Disposal  of  scavenging  refuse  is  effected  by  means  of  controlled 
tipping  at  tips  situated  conveniently  for  the  Areas  scavenged. 

Infestation  Order,  1943,  S.R.  & 0.  680. 

Under  the  above  order  a complete  survey  of  the  area  has  been 
made.  Schedules  of  the  infested  areas  have  been  made  and  maps 
prepared  showing  the  areas  infected.  Copies  of  the  Schedule  and 
maps  have  been  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  schedules 
have  been  sent  to  the  War  Agricultural  Committee  of  the  County 
of  Durham. 

On  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  an  advisory  committee  is 
being  formed  with  three  other  adjacent  authorities  for  the  formula- 
tion of  plans  for  the  co-ordination  of  the  disinfestation  plans  of  the 
group  and  for  the  simultaneous  working  of  disinfestation  under  the 
Order. 
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Water  Supplies. 

With  the  exception  of  a few  houses  in  the  outlying  parts  of 
the  district  all  the  houses  are  supplied  by  public  mains. 

Three  companies  ser\^e  the  area,  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead 
Water  Company,  The  Durham  County  Water  Board,  and  the 
Lambton  Hetton  and  Joicey  Colliery  Company. 

All  the  water  is  chlorinated  before  delivery  to  the  district. 

Samples  are  taken  from  each  of  the  services  monthly  and 
submitted  to  the  Medical  Department,  King’s  College,  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne,  for  bacteriological  examination  and  copies  of  the  reports 
are  sent  to  the  water  companies  concerned.  During  the  year  41 
samples  were  taken  and  the  following  is  a summary  of  the  reports 
received. 

Satisfactory  29 

Suspicious  8 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

There  are  29  Producers  Dairymen  in  the  Area  12  of  whom  have 
been  issued  by  the  County  Authorities  with  Accredited  Licenses. 

One  Producer  has  had  his  premises  completely  remodelled, 
with  new  dairy  and  washhouse  and  modem  equipment  installed. 
He  has  obtained  from  the  County  Authorities  a licence  to  produce 
certified  milk. 

There  are  7 Purveyors  of  Milk  in  the  area.  During  the  year 
2 Producers  and  1 Purveyor  have  gone  out  of  business  in  this 
area.  Ordinary  routine  sampling  has  been  carried  out  twice  during 
the  year,  when  the  samples  are  submitted  to  the  Agricultural 
Department,  King’s  College,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  for  bacteriological 
and  coliform  tests. 

In  addition  to  the  routine  sampling  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
invited  this  area  to  undertake  sampling  under  the  Milk  Testing  and 
Advisory  Scheme  which  the  Council  agreed  to.  Under  this  s^eme 
26  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Resozurin  Test  for 
keeping  qualities.  The  following  is  a summary  of  the  reports 
received. 


Description  of  Samples. 

Number 

of 

Samples.  Test  Applied. 

Satis- 

factory. 

Unsatis- 

factory. 

Routine  sampling  ... 

8.5  Bacteriological 

and  Coliform  ... 

51 

34 

Heat  treated  milk  ... 

11  Phosphatose  Test 

2 

9 

Milk  Testing  and  Advisory 

Scheme  ... 

26  Resozurin 

25 

1 

122  1 

78 

44 

18 


Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

Private  slaughter  houses  are  now  all  closed  and  all  animals 
killed  for  food  are  slaughtered  at  the  Government  Regional  centre 
at  the  Co-operative  Societies  premises  at  Chester-le-Street. 

The  centre  serves  for  both  the  Urban  and  Rural  Area  of 
Chester-le-Street,  and  the  inspection  of  all  meat  is  carried  out  at 
the  centre  at  the  time  of  slaughter  by  the  Inspector  of  the  two 
Authorities,  each  inspector  taking  his  turn  of  inspection  by  weekly 
periods.  The  scheme  of  inspection  works  smoothly.  During  the 
year  the  following  carcases  and  all  offals  were  inspected. 


Bulls 

13 

Calves 

84 

Cows 

...  127 

Sheep 

...  3218 

Steers 

...  303 

Pigs  

36 

Heifers 

...  200 

The  following  meat,  offals  and  other  foods  were  found  to  be 
diseased  or  unsound  and  unfit  for  the  food  of  man  and  were 


dealt  with  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of 


Food. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

Beef  

...  3770 

Manifold 

...  172 

Mutton 

...  399 

Guts  and  Fat 

...  1439 

Pork 

...  320 

Hearts  and  Plucks 

...  103 

Lungs 

...  1030 

Udders 

...  209 

Liver 

...  331 

Heads  and  Tongue 

...  314 

Back  Coll  op 

35 

Feet  and  Tails 

16 

Spleen 

26 

Kidneys  and  Trimmings  14 

Tripe 

...  247 

Total  weight — 3 tons  15  cwts. 

1st.  12  lbs. 

Other  Foods. 

lbs.  ozs. 

lbs.  ozs. 

Tinned  Meats 

710  4 

Butter 

24  — 

,,  Vegetables 

495  10 

Jam  

13  8 

,,  Fruit 

27  14 

Y east  

— 14 

,,  Milk 

241  11 

Eggs  

16  — 

Loose  Milk 

80  — 

Pastes  

5 8 

Tinned  Fish 

52  12 

Egg  Substitute 

. 2 8 

Cheese 

94  8 

Soups  ... 

30  pkts. 

Bacon 

80  — 

Total  Weight  16  cwts.  4 st.  lbs.  1 oz. 
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Petroleum  Consolidated  Act,  1928. 

Licenses  under  the  above  Act  are  issued  for  the  period  January 
1st  to  December  31st. 

During  the  year  13  licenses  were  issued,  the  authorised  quantity 
of  petrol  to  be  stored  being  10,045  gallons. 

The  premises  are  inspected  and  are  generally  found  to  be  kept 
in  good  order. 

Carbide  of  Calcium. 

During  the  year  11  licenses  were  issued  the  maximum  quantity 
to  be  stored  being  1,005  tons  13  cwts.  2 st.  4 lbs. 

The  stores  are  specially  constructed  for  the  purpose,  and  all 
licensees  endeavour  to  comply  with  all  regulations. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 
Summary  of  Notices  Served  and  Complied  With. 


Description. 

Number  of 

Informal 

Notices 

Served. 

Number  of 

Formal 

Notices 

Served. 

Number  of 

Notices 

Complied 

With. 

Remarks. 

Foul  Conditions 

9 

... 

9 

Structural  Defects 

194 

26 

186 

Overcrowding 

2 

... 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops... 

2 

. . . 

2 

Cowsheds... 

5 

5 

Slaughter  Houses 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

5 

5 

Deposits  of  Refuse 

6 

6 

Water  Closets 

45 

42 

Defective  Yard  Paving 

1 

1 

Defective  Traps  ... 

20 

19 

Defective  Drains 

46 

46 

Defective  Water  Supply 

38 

38 

Bakehouses 

• V 

Animals  Improperly  kept 

.3 

2 

Smoke  Nuisances 

♦ . 

... 

Defective  Ashbins 

51 

51 

Totals 

427 

26 

412 

20 

Summary  of  Works  Carried  Out. 

New  Drains  Laid  80 

Defective  Drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Inspection  chambers  constructed  ...  ...  ...  15 

Inspection  chambers  repaired  2 

Vent  shafts  erected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

New  W.C.  constructed  ...  5 

W.C.s.  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

New  scullery  sinks  ' 4 

Scullery  sinks  repaired  19 

New  ashbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Yards  cemented  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Chimneys  rebuilt  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  102 

Spouting  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Walls  cemented  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

Walls  plastered  43 

New  ceilings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Ceilings  repaired  24 

New  windows  fixed  5 

Windows  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

New  stairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

New  floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Pantries  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

New  Pantries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Water  supply  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Foul  conditions  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Accumulation  of  refuse  removed  ...  ...  ...  6 

Animal  nuisances  abated 2 

New  Septic  tanks  constructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

New  cessp>ools  constructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cowsheds  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cowsheds  remodelled  2 

New  Dairies  constructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

THOS.  FOSTER, 

Cert.  Sanitary  Inspector,  R.S.I. 

Cert.  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods,  R.S.I. 

Senior  Sanitary^  Inspector. 

Health  Department, 

6,  Red  Rose  Terrace, 

Chester-le-Street . 
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Chester-le-Street  Rural 


District  Council. 


(SOUTHERN  AREA). 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Annual  Report  for  the  Year  1943. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Chester-le-Street  Rural 
District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  fourth  Annual  Report 
on  the  Sanitary  Administration  of  the  Southern  Area  of  your 
district.  This  report  like  my  previous  ones  must  of  necessity  be 
brief  dealing  mainly  with  those  Public  Health  matters  which  the 
present  emergency  has  not  affected. 

Area. 

The  district  is  the  same  as  in  previous  years. 

Housing. 

There  is  little  I can  add  to  my  observations  in  last  year’s  report 
on  the  deplorable  conditions  existing  in  my  area.  It  is  obvious  of 
course  that  the  houses  already  condemned  are  continuing  to  deter- 
iorate rapidly  and  the  tenants  of  these  properties  are  having  still  to 
endure  these  hardships  until  such  time  as  alternative  accommodation 
can  be  provided  for  them. 

One  notice  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act  was  made  in 
respect  to  Railway  Cottage,  High  Hold,  West  Pelton,  the  house  is 
still  occupied. 

Owing  to  the  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  necessary  labour 
and  materials  for  housing  repair  work,  the  condition  of  properties 
in  general  is  far  below  normal,  however,  every  opportunity  is  taken 
to  get  necessary  work  attended  to. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. 

Under  Section  47  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  fourteen 
applications  for  privy  conversions  were  received  and  approved. 
One  conversion  was  completed  during  the  year. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

Regular  routine  inspections  of  all  cowsheds  and  dairies  in  my 
area  have  been  made  throughout  the  year,  and  a satisfactory 
standard  of  cleanliness  has  been  maintained.  In  the  Southern  Area 
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there  are  21  farms  producing  and  retailing  milk,  and  8 are  pro- 
ducing and  wholesaling.  In  addition  there  are  G sources  of  outside 
farm  milk  and  2 pool  milks  retailed  by  ‘6  dairymen  in  the  district 
and  one  from  an  adjoining  district  ; there  are  also  two  pasteurised 
milks  retailed.  Five  of  my  farms  are  accredited  producers. 

The  bacteriological  analysis  of  mlik  samples  resulted  in  6B 
samples  coming  within  the  accredited  standard  out  of  104  samples 
taken.  In  addition  to  this  32  samples  were  taken  for  keeping 
quality,  all  of  which  proved  satisfactory.  Six  samples  of  pasteurised 
milks  were  submitted  to  the  phosphatase  test,  5 were  satisfactory 
and  one  unsatisfactory. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  out  of  34  biological  examinations 
for  tubercular  disease,  all  were  negative.  Milk  sampling  is  now 
being  done  each  month  for  the  resozurin  test  which  indicates  the 
keeping  quality  of  the  milk.  This  arrangement  is  more  satisfactory 
to  all  concerned  as  it  shows  a more  comprehensive  state  of  affairs 
and  it  is  only  fair  to  judge  the  quality  of  a year’s  output  from 
monthly  samples. 

Water  Samples. 

These  samples  are  taken  monthly  from  various  parts  of  the 
district  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Department,  King’s 
College,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  for  bacteriological  examination.  During 
the  year  49  samples  were  taken  and  29  were  satisfactory. 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

Inspection  of  meat  is  regularly  made  at  Government  Regional 
Abattoir  situate  at  the  Chester-le-Street  Co-operative  Society 
Abattoir,  in  conjunction  with  the  Urban  Authority.  The  following 
carcases  have  been  inspected  during  the  year: — 323  Steers,  231 
Heifers,  139  Cows,  9 Bulls=(702  bovines),  53  Calves,  43  Pigs,  and 
2,894  Sheep.  The  amount  of  meat  condemned  as  being  unfit  for 
food  and  disposed  of  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the 


Ministry  of  Food  is  as  follows:  — 

st.  lbs. 

6 Carcases  of  cow  beef  ...  ...  ...  218  3 

38  Sets  of  beast  lungs  ...  ...  ...  32  8 

21  Beast  livers  ...  ...  ...  ...  25  0 

6 Beast  heads  and  7 tongues  ...  ...  15  1 

Beast  fats  and  other  organs  ...  ...  128  0 

Mutton  fats  and  other  organs  1 3 

1 sheep’s  pluck  — 4 

1 Pig’s  pluck  — 4 


Total  weight  condemned  ...  ...  420  9 


Other  articles  of  food  inspected  at  various  retail  premises 
throughout  the  district,  and  condemned  as  being  unfit  for  human 
consumption  consist  of:  — 
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199  Tins  of  meat  products  

Bacon,  ham  and  sausage 
57  Tins  of  vegetable  products 

15  Tins  of  soups  

27  Tins  of  Fruits 
IIG  Tins  of  milk 
HO  Tins  of  fish  products 

26  Jars  of  jam  

Cheese  

Butter  and  margarine 

Tea,  yeast,  pickles,  sauces,  apples 

and  cerials  

54  Dozen  eggs  approximately 


st.  lbs.  ozs. 
44  12  4 

7 9 8 

5 0 2 

— 13  12 

4 10  14 

7 6 12 

0 8 1 

2 3 8 

15  4 

7 10 

1 13  4 

6 0 0 


96  0 5 


Factories. 

All  factories  in  the  area  have  been  inspected  and  found 
satisfactory. 

Petroleum  Consolidated  Act,  1928. 

During  the  year  4 licences  were  issued  for  the  storage  of 
5,500  gallons  of  petrol,  5 licences  for  the  storage  of  72  cwts.  56  lbs. 
ot  carbide  of  calcium,  and  one  licence  for  5 gallons  of  naphtha. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 
Summary  of  Notices  Served. 


Description. 

Number  of 
Informal 
Notices 
Served. 

Number  of 
Formal 
Notices 
Served. 

Number  of 
Notices 
Complied 
with. 

Remarks. 

Foul  Conditions 

6 

6 

Structural  Defects 

55 

47 

Overcrowding  ... 

... 

. . . 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops 

. . . 

Cowsheds 

1 

1 

Slaughter  Houses 

. . . 

Ash  Pits  and  Privies  ... 

. . . 

. . . 

Deposits  & Refuse  ... 

2 

2 

Water  Closets  ... 

4 

4 

Defective  Yard  Paving 

Defective  Traps 

1 

i 

,,  Drains 

24 

24 

,,  Water  Supply 

4 

4 

Bakehouses 

1 

1 

Animals  improperlykept 

2 

2 

Smoke  Nuisances 

. . 

Other  Nuisances 

1 

i 

Defective  Dust  Bins  ... 

8 

2 

Totals 

109 

... 

95 

24 

Summary  of  Works  carried  out. 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  4 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Spouting  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

External  walls  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Internal  walls  repaired  6 

Ceilings  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Windows  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Doors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Kitchen  ranges  repaired  9 

Slopstone  sinks  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Waste  pipes  trapped  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

New  gullies  fixed  2 

New  drains  laid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Water  supplies  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Drains  repaired  ...  ...  • ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

W.C.s  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

A.C.s  repaired  and  built  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

A.C.  hatches  provided  4 

Bins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Yards  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Deposits  of  refuse  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Animals  improperly  kept  ...  ...  ...  ...  ’2 

Foul  conditions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Tenants  rehoused  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

CHARLES  WILFRID  ROBSON, 
Sanitary  and  Meat  and  Food  Inspector. 


